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A Political Mixer
For Pinellas

Lakewood High
Welcomes
Freshmen

Destiny Dolls rocked the 9th grade orientation.

By Holly Kestenis
staff writer
st. PetersBUrG – with
schools in Pinellas County
opening their doors, incoming
freshmen at lakewood High
school were prepped and
prepared for the first day.
“this is going to be an
awesome school year,” Principal
robert Vicari boasted as he
welcomed the graduating class
of 2016 to lakewood High
school.
Known for its Center for
a d v a n c e d te c h n o l o g i e s
p r o gr am, the lakew ood
admin is tr ator s w as ted no
time r elay in g exp ectatio n s to incoming freshmen
as well as their anxious parents.
“we w ant s tu dents to
achieve high academically,”
informed Principal Vicari. “we
offer so much opportunity, so
much help to these students.”
and help is just what they
gave last wednesday evening.
the 2012 marching band
kicked off the extravaganza with
the award winning tune, “let’s
Groove tonight” by earth, wind
and fire, while parents and

students were entertained and
got a sneak peek at what the
school has to offer.
“we want you to get
involved, have a good time and
enjoy this four year experience,
and we stress four years,”
Principal Vicari explained to a
round of laughter as he repeated,
“it’s a four year program.”
one-by-one, staff members
addressed the crowd in an effort
to encourage parents to get and
stay involved, but emphasized
that teachers and faculty
members have pledged to give
guidance not only to the students
attending lakewood High, but
to the parents seeking to take
part in their child’s education.
“we start with a promise
and this promise is a sincere
one,” Principal Vicari declared.
“every single adult on this
campus, every one, we all
realize why you’re here. you’re
here to serve your child.”
so with open arms, students
were taken on a tour of the
school and allowed to walk to
their classes ahead of time in

lAkewood
continued on pg. 4

Left to right standing, Christopher Talley and Audrey Myers.
Kneeling, left to right, Jennifer Stone Anderson and
Jayson Kirkman with car painted in 2008.

By Holly Kestenis
staff writer
st. PetersBUrG – local
residents mingled and got
informed on President obama just
in time for the upcoming presidential election.
residents filtered into the
yard restaurant in Coquina Key
Plaza, 4300 6th st. s., on saturday
evening for some hamburgers, hot
dogs, and a little bit of politics.
as the local band, “the on
Que Players” played jazz and oldschool favorites, members of
organizing for america (ofa)
meandered through the crowd in
hopes of getting Pinellas county
residents involved and psyched up
for this year’s presidential
election.
“it’s been a constant rotation,”
neighborhood team leader
Janeen wallace said of the
outcome of community members
participating in the event.
with a mixed crowd of old
and young, ofa members were

happy to see such a diverse crowd
of people show up and show their
support for the current president.
with november right around the
corner, ofa was busy signing up
potential voters and getting the
positive word out about President
obama in hopes for him to serve
four more years in the white
House.
Joe lamb, a summer
organizer with ofa, hears the
negative ads on television and
wants the community to understand its all politics and vows to
spread the “real” truth about the
president and cancel out any
negative press associated with
him.
“we’re trying to keep it on
their minds, just keep it in the conversation,” said lamb as he urges
voters to cancel out the negativity
and focus on reelecting obama.
ofa is a grassroots organization that is a project of the
Democratic national Committee.
it was first introduced to the
public during President obama’s

Victoria Kirby and Joe Lamb

campaign for office back in 2008,
and by mid-March of 2009, the
ofa was officially in business.
spread throughout all 50 states,
the ofa is an organization where
community members across the
country can come together to
support President obama and his
agenda.
the ofa is a vast network of
volunteers and obama supporters,
and their purpose on saturday was
to add more volunteers to their
roster. in fact, training for
volunteer positions took place at
the event and current members
were excited with the prospects.
wallace just arrived back in
the country in January. she taught
english in south Korea, but
couldn’t wait to sign up with the
ofa, immediately reporting to
duty in february. wallace wants to

make a difference in the current
campaign by rallying support for
the president and hopes it will also
bring together the communities
that are taking part.
one of the ways the ofa
accomplished this locally was to
bring school supplies to the venue
to show the ofa is about unity
and cooperation.
“we want to make sure that
w e’ r e inv olved w ith the
community,” she said, “that we’re
engrossed with it.”
it is this mobilizing of the
neighborhoods that is the main
agenda of the local branch of the
ofa, and lamb is confident that
the entire community will learn
how easy it is to work together for
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By Jeanie BlUe
staff writer
larGo – James and
Gwendolyn feazell identified the
need to help young people attain
success, and thus established
Bridging the achievement Gap
inc. (BtaG) nine years ago.
thursday, aug. 16, hundreds
gathered to celebrate BtaG’s
accomplishments at its annual
fundraiser/banquet held at the
shiloh Missionary Baptist Church.
according to its mission
statement, BtaG believes that
every child has the ability to learn,
achieve and succeed and should
therefore be provided with
devices, tools, direct contact and
learning skills that will enable
them to succeed.
the Bta G pr ogr am is
designed to provide tutorial and
mentoring services while encouraging parental involvement.

“in 2003, the feazells established BtaG to help students pass
the fCat test and help students
improve grades on the entrance
test to college,” freddie robinson
said as she welcomed everyone to
the banquet.
teachers,
parents,
“our
mentors
and
elders
community
help provide moral support to
make our students compete in
today’s educational activities and
excel in school and life,” she said.
to illustrate the benefits of
participation, robinson turned
attention to two recipients, tashyra
feazell and eboni Green. tashyra
feazell graduated this year with a
master’s degree from University
of west florida and eboni Green
is currently attending University of
Central florida.
since its inception, BtaG
boasts of 1,102 students participating with 467 graduates from high
school, 187 students attending

Carl Lavender

James Renbert

college, 19 graduates from
graduate school, six graduates
currently in graduate school, nine
enrolled in technical and vocational education programs and 10
pursued military careers.
“it helped me to keep a

positive perspective for the future
and helped me to overcome roadblocks such as geometry,” Jared
yuille stated.

BTAG

continued on pg. 7
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after all that’s
been said about the
2008 election, no
one can doubt that the general
public r e c e i v e d a w e l l d e s e r v e d education in partisan
politics.
Before that election how many
of us understood exactly how the
electoral process worked?
many of us who follow
politics generally understand the
balance of power, where each
branch of government has certain
powers to make sure that any one
branch does not abuse its authority.
However, this concept has
taken a back seat to the introduction of the “obstructionist,” —
which means to impede, hinder,
block or get in the way of. The
goal of the obstructionist is to
defeat president obama by any
means necessary, short of assassi-

prove/show the adversaries of
african americans that we are not
the apathetic voters they have
habitually depended on. This is
evident in the 2008 presidential
election when our registration of
voters increased tremendously in
st. petersburg and in other
minority communities in the
country.
No doubt the difference was
the fact that we had one of our own
running for the highest office in the
land and we came out in numbers
to support him. Unfortunately our
community is still plagued with
residues of apathy. We must
remember that during the last presidential campaign many of us did
not give then senator obama a
ghost of a chance, many thought he
would be killed before this society
would allow an african to lead
them. many more thought the
white community would come out
overwhelmingly against him.
yet he won and certainly the

last week I
penned an article
titled “show me
the money.” The article questioned
whether or not the Black vote was
being taken for granted by the
obama campaign due to the small
amount of resources allocated to
the Black press and other Black
entities.
I also stated that the Romney
campaign allocated zero dollars to
the Black press and other Black
entities that I was aware of.
Recently, as of this writing, I
have had several conversations
with various staff members from
the obama campaign.
each
voiced their displeasure with the
tone of my article and questioned
my position on the issue.
Conversely, I have still not
received one reply from the
Romney Campaign at all. That
leads me to believe that the

Romney Campaign is not taking
the Black vote for granted. They
just don’t care about the Black
vote period!
let’s make sure we are putting
my position in the proper perspective. at no time did I say that
Black folks are not supporting our
president. at no time did I say that
the Black press did not support our
president. at no time did I say that
we would not support our
president. What I did say and ask
was, as we are less than 100 days
out , “show me the money!”
We know how the Romney
Campaign feels about the Black
vote because actions speak. When
Romney can go to the NaaCp
conference and boldly state that
the first act he would make as
president of the United states of
america is to repeal
“oBamaCaRe,” it is obvious
that his campaign does not care
about the Black vote.
That
position has been crystal clear for
months. If you care to argue that

point, I’ll bet you $10,000 dollars
I’m right.
With over $3 billion dollars
being spent, I questioned why our
newspapers were not being used
for advertising. What I was told
was that the audience our newspapers reach was not the demographic of the campaign. They believed
their resources would be better
utilized by targeting younger
Blacks that are more inclined to
use digital, social media and other
electronic means of communication.
I believe that our newspapers
touch all areas and also offered
those platforms in our proposal.
let’s keep it real. The Black press
has been and continues to be the
most trusted source for news for
Black folks for over 100 years.
When any events of significance
have occurred in the Black
community the Black press has
always been and continues to be
the most trusted source by Black
folks! our member publications

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

minority vote played a very
important part in his victory,
however we must be cognizant of
the fact that it was a lot of white
votes that carried him over. Had it
not been for a large segment of
white america we might not have
that first Black president.
It’s important to get registered
and vote. It’s important to let our
voice be heard.
We shouldn’t only vote
during a presidential election. If
the president doesn’t have a
congress behind him, not much
work gets done. This means that
we must not only vote for the
president but we must vote for a
democratic congress so that the
president can move his policies
and programs.
We m u s t r e a l i z e t h e
honeymoon period is over. We
achieved in getting the first black
president. Now we have to give
him the opportunity to finish the
job.

Need I Say It Again …
By Cloves C.
CampBell

The Weekly Challenger Office:

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

The Power Of The Vote
nation.
Who are these obstructionists?
Why are they so bent on removing
president obama even at the
expense of moving the country
forward, disrespecting the office
of the president and insulting the
intelligence of the american
people and their own constituency?
let’s call a spade a spade;
racism still resides and is in full
force in america. Regardless of
his intellect, his leadership
victories, his love for the american
people, he is black and many resent
him being in this leadership
position.
It’s no question that the democratic process has not been slanted
in the best interest of african
americans in st. petersburg and in
other minority communities in this
country. For the most part it has
traditionally taken advantage of
our non-participation in the
process.
once again we must

Lorrie Bellinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Director

(727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

OPINION
By JoNaTHaN
sCoTT JR.

Lyn Johnson . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/General Manager

reach 19.5 million Black readers
each week. No other information
outlet can make that statement.
our members, our history, our
legacy and our publishers stand by
the credo of Black press. It states:
“The Black press believes that
america can best lead the world
away from racial and national
antagonisms when it accords to
every person regardless of race,
color creed, full human and legal
rights. Hating no person, fearing
no person, the Black press strives
to help every person in the firm
belief that all are hurt as long as
anyone is held back.”
let’s put this to an end right
now. Black folks, young and
seasoned, read Black newspapers
every week. We the Black press
will continue to support the
president, his campaign and his
administration. But don’t get it
twisted, we will ask the questions
when they need to be asked. Need
I say it again?

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Well Rounded School
Preparation Provided At
Bridges To Learning
By Terri P. MurPh
STaff WriTer
ST. PeTerSBurG —
inviting, welcoming and super
kid-friendly; that is what comes
to mind as you walk the halls of
Bridges to Learning (Bridges),
a St. Petersburg-based day care
center owned by 20th Street
Church of God.
Cut outs of Disney characters, hand-painted murals of
children and animals, and
letters and numbers adorn the
hallways as you move through
the building. Spacious
classroom areas provide an
excellent learning environment
as well as a place to play.
Classroom chairs with seats
no more than 12 inches off the
ground makes one chuckle
when first seen. a child enrolled
here can’t help but learn. There
is so much to be curious about
at
this
Voluntary
PreKindergarten (VPK) center for
ages 2-5.
V P K is a s tate f unded
program that is free from 9 a.m.
to noon weekdays, and is
designed to prepare children for
kindergarten.
Ms. Velmon Brown, the
director for more than 15 years,
said that at Bridges students are
taught the standard Pinellas
County Schools day care curriculum.
“They learn colors, how to
write their name, to recognize
shapes, sounds to a word and

Pastor’s
Bulletin
By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing Parental
Engagement By Transparency

L-R, Joyce Robinson, Pamalia Walton,
Velmon Brown and Renee Lee.

the alphabet, or at least how to
recognize letters in their name.”
Brown and her staff of three
begin their day at 7 a.m. and
end at 5:30 p.m. in addition to
VPK, before and after school
care for students up to age 12 is
offered. if a child in VPK needs
the before and after care, the
parent only needs to pay for the
hours before 9 a.m. and hours
after 12 p.m.
although Brown is a little
shy and very soft-spoken, you
can tell she is in charge. No,
she’s not mean or arrogant but
she is about business. She takes
pride in the fact that when the
children leave Bridges and go
on to regular school, they have
had a well rounded experience.
“We teach religion in the
form of simple Bible-based

classes. We are very hands on
and give them hugs and praise
for a job well done; we try to
teach the children that it is their
job to learn,” Brown said.
Bridges accepts private
payment and Coordinated Child
Care if the parent(s) cannot
aff o r d th e f ees . S tu d en ts
requiring an individualized
education Program (ieP) are
also accepted.
Bridges
is
currently
enrolling for the 2012-2013
school year. The day care is
located directly across from the
church at 820 20th St. S. it is a
secure facility, requiring a
badge for access. Visitors must
ring a doorbell to get in and out.
for more information, or to
enroll your child, contact
Brown at (727) 821-3276.

research suggests that improving parental
involvement is based on a number of the strategies and practices including transparency.
Transparency between school and community
play a major role in increasing parental engagement involvement.
for clarity, we will consider several terms that
need defining.
• Transparency implies openness, communication, and accountability. Transparency is
operating in such a way that it is easy for others to
see what actions are performed.
• Village is caring adults, community,
business and the church.
• Parent is expanded to mean not only the
biological parent, but any caring adult, guardian
or foster parent, who has a compassionate interest
in the success of children
• Parental involvement is expanded to mean
“parent engagement,” which is school activities in
which parents or caring adults are engaged in with
children even if they are not physically able to
visit the school.
Consider the following:
Parents Care!
Schools Care!
Teachers Care!
Community (Village) Cares!
Often schools are reluctant about being transparent due to the notion that parents, and or the
village will condemn and rebel. Not so, 90 percent
of the parents and village will work with the
schools in a meaningful and authentic way.
Transparency is stating the problem as a
means of open communication, such as stating:
THE PROBLEM
in recent statistics from the State Department
of education, the following elementary schools

have students who are entering the fourth grade
NOT reading at the third grade level: Melrose 84%; Campbell Park - 73%; fairmount Park 82%; Gulfport - 61%; Woodlawn - 78%; Maximo
- 72%; Lakewood - 77%; James Sanderlin - 50%;
74th Street - 50%; Mt. Vernon - 49%, and Bear
Creek - 57%
it is suggested school administrators address a
letter to parents and the village:
Dear Parent and Village:
as indicated above, our children have a
problem with reading and we (the school) need
your assistance in finding solutions and
employing strategies that will result in solutions.
We (the school) would like to hold a joint preplanning session with a small group of representatives of parents, Village and church for the
purpose of planning a meeting for finding strategies for increasing Parental and Village engagement.
yours Truly,
an administrator who is committed to transparency and authentic relationships.
Please note that your input and critique is
appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent
Support For Education Council, Inc., Chairman
JWB South County Community Council and also
serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m., located at
the South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church
(Hospitality House), 3647 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
The community is welcome.
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order to alleviate some of the first
day jitters of starting a new
school.
Various members of the
faculty talked with both students
and parents about expectations
and emphasized everything from
the “no tolerance” for drugs and
violence policy to how to access
Portal (now known as Focus) in
order to keep track of their child’s
progress in school.
Ninth grade administrator
Susan Alvaro created a mini
fashion show using upperclassmen as models to display acceptable dress. She told students to
“keep it clean” when it came to
picking out their wardrobe and
stressed the dress code was in
effect every day.
She also expressed the need
for parents to encourage their
children to be on time daily and
mapped out what happens to those
who fall behind.
“Children have to show up at
school every day to perform at
their best,” Alvaro explained.
“Once your children get to high
school, we are preparing them for
the real world.”
This is exactly what Police
School Resource Officer Lerric
Boyd stepped up to discuss with
both parents and students.
Guidelines to adhere to, both in
and out of school, in order to have
a successful high school experience.
Officer Boyd discussed the
zero tolerance policy for fighting,
bullying, and drugs and laid down
the law when it came to leaving
campus and policing personal
belongings in order to prevent
theft.
Attendees also received a
resource packet complete with

a common cause.
“We’re trying to get out
[the word to] as many people
as we can. We cannot only
show our support communally
for the president,” Lamb
explained, “but also get
everyone fired up.”
Fired up to register to
vote, fired up to volunteer with
their community, and fired up
to get the president re-elected.
Local headquarters for the
OFA are at 951 Central Ave.,
and Lamb encourages all
those interested to drop by and
see how they can help get
information out to the public
about the upcoming election.
“We’re getting people
po litically activ e an d
involved,” Lamb said. “It’s a
super important campaign.”

Principal Robert Vicari of Lakewood High School.

Chantella Moore

Ninth grade counselor,
Veronica Pruitt.

graduating requirements for the
class of 2016, as well as scholarship information parents need to
know about now in order to set
their budding college student on
the right track.
End of course exam information was also discussed as requirements for graduation have
changed for incoming freshmen,
and school officials want students
to have ample time to obtain all
the requirements. Vicari also
asked parents to remember the
intensity level for today’s youth is
higher than in years past.
“School is not the way it was
when we were students,”

Principal Vicari said. “School has
changed over the years and
demands on students [are] just
unbelievable.”
The Lakewood principal
closed out the evening reiterating
how important it is for high school
students to get involved with their
school whether it is through band,
clubs, or sports while educating
parents on a well known fact
among seasoned high school
faculty.
“Encourage your child to get
involved,” Principal Vicari said.
“The more involved students are
in high school the more successful
they are.”

The Fountain family

L-R, Jennifer Stone Anderson, Peaches Bell and
Audrey Myers.
Janeen Wallace

Mary Alice Bell-Saunders

L-R, Jonda Solomon, Merida Lloyd, Sheila Perry,
Nancy Leggett and Rosie Ziggler

Advertise YOUR Business In
The Weekly Challenger (727) 896-2922
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Segregated St. Petersburg:
Methodist Town
By JON WILSON
Th e th ickly populated
African-American neighborhood
known as Methodist Town was
situated (ironically and unusually)
on St. Petersburg’s north side, an
area generally reserved for whites
during segregation days. It was
subject to the restrictions of segregation as much as any other black
neighborhood.
Methodist Town had its
beginnings in the 1890s, growing
around the Bethel AME Church.
The neighborhood’s boundaries
generally were between Arlington
and Fourth Avenue North between
Ninth and 15th Streets. The area
began immediately behind the
mostly white-owned businesses
on Ninth Street.
As many former residents of
the old segregated neighborhoods
do, people who owned businesses,
lived, or came of age in Methodist
Town remember this village
within a city as a place where
people enjoyed close bonds.
One was Goliath Davis, who
grew up in Methodist Town, and
went on to earn bachelor’s,
master’s and doctorate degrees.
He served as the city’s first black
police chief and as deputy mayor
under Mayor Rick Baker.
“It was very much a close-knit
neighborhood,” Davis said. “We
looked out for each other.”
One resident who looked out
for the entire neighborhood was
Chester James Sr. He came to St.
Petersburg in 1911 and worked
many jobs. He was a carpenter, a
doorman, a porter and an
everyday manual laborer. He
helped manicure the yards of such

Retired Military Officers

Sgt. Marvin Thompson,
US Army Retired
By EMMA CAvIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Davis Elementary School was the first school in St. Petersburg
built for African American children living in Methodist Town.

big-name people such as George
Gandy, for whom the Gandy
Bridge is named, and C. Perry
Snell, an early developer who
gave his name to Snell Isle. James
sometimes sold fruit from a stand.
On Sundays, he played the organ
at the 10th Street Church of God.
He always found time to work
for his community. He helped his
wife, Rachel, with the neighborhood’s first private school.
Through the years, he lobbied
City Hall to improve unpaved and
dark streets, and to crack down on
landlords who neglected the
houses they rented to families.
On the civil rights trail, James
campaigned to register voters, and
at age 84 he marched with sanitation workers when they went on
strike for better wages and
working conditions in 1968. The
NAACP gave James a distinguished service award in the
1960s and President Lyndon B.
Johnson honored him for registering 1,000 voters.
The city council named James
the honorary mayor of Methodist

Town in 1974; the same year the
council renamed the neighborhood Jamestown to honor its
perennial spokesman.
At about the same time, the
city developed town houses in the
neighborhood. James regretted
voting for the projects in a referendum, which resulted in the relocation of 377 families.
“Had I understood that you
intended to take my home, I
would never have voted for it,”
James told the council.
James kept going at a robust
pace almost to the end of life. He
died of congestive heart failure in
1979 at age 95. He was buried in
Lincoln Cemetery.
This is another in a series of
columns about African-American
Heritage in St. Petersburg. A
version of it was published previously in a book co-authored by Jon
Wilson. The African-American
Heritage Project is an ongoing initiative by the City of St. Petersburg.
For information, contact Kimberly
Hinder, (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

Over the past five months,
we have met many commissioned officers of the Army,
Navy, Air force, Marines, and
Coast Guard. Starting today,
we will also meet members of
the armed forces who provided
the support services that
sustain all troops, all officers,
and all divisions of the military
forces.
Without their services, all
other military personnel would
find it difficult to perform their
duties. With their services,
however, the missions and
responsibilities of all officers
and members of the United
States’ Military are secure.
Support groups include
food services, communications, security, training, purchasing, family support, and
many others.
Sgt. Marvin Thompson
was a food service provider for
most of the time he was in the
Army. His unit prepared and
served everything the soldiers
on the assigned base needed
for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner, seven days a week, no
matter what was happening.
A gargantuan task, but one
th at th ey co mp leted as
expected.

After his basic training
was done at Fort Gordon, Ga.,
Thompson went to Fort Knox,
Ky., for advanced training. He
received further training at
Fort Benjamin Harrison in
Indiana.
Thompson’s next assignment was one which he
remembers in detail. He spent
18 months stationed at Fort
Wainwright in Fairbanks,
Alaska. He was assigned to
the Engineering Combat Unit
where their mission was to
build bridges to cross the
water, and then tear the bridges
down after the troops had
crossed and moved on.
“It is hard for me to
believe that we actually
crossed the Cananare River in
trucks and tanks. Can you
imagine? The ice was frozen
12 feet deep,” Thompson said.
“Alaska was a very cold
area, so I looked forward to
returning to Florida,”
Thompson added.
Following the stint in
Alaska, Thompson returned to
St. Petersburg and worked as
an Army recruiter. That lasted
for three years before he joined
the reserves and went back to
providing meals for troops
preparing for various missions
in combat and rescue.
Where they were needed
or when they might be called

to go on active duty was not
always known, but Floridabased troops knew that they
could depend on him and his
unit to provide the nourishing
meals they needed to sustain
them.
Thompson was on active
duty and in the reserves for a
total of 28 years. He received
the Good Conduct Medal and
the Sharp Shooter Medal, as
well as a number of other
medals and commendations
during his tour of duty and at
the time of separation from the
military.
civilian
Thompson’s
career was with a medical gas
company. He and his wife,
Carolyn, are members of
Bethel community Baptist
Church. They are the parents
of two daughters and one son,
and grandparents of three.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BTAG

continued from front page
Yuille is a 2012 graduate from
Boca Ciega High School in St.
Petersburg, and is now headed to
FAMU to pursue a degree in
biology and chemistry. “I received
help from the one-to-one tutoring
and the positive mentors.”
The program is operated in
several high schools in the county
including Boca Ciega, Largo,
Park,
Clearwater,
Pinellas
Osceola, Seminole, Countryside,
Palm Harbor, Pinellas Park,
Seminole and Tarpon Springs.
To highlight the positive
impact of education, the class of
1940 Pinellas High School was
honored. One honoree, James
Rembert, who eventually retired
from being the principal of

Ridgecrest Elementary School
was on hand to bring words of
encouragement.
“There is no easy road to
success in this life. One must
study, study, study. Opportunity
comes once in a lifetime and you
can make the difference in the life
of the ones who follows you,” he
said.
Keynote
speaker
Carl
Lavender sang happy birthday to
BTAG and left three tips for the
youth to consider.
“Young people there are three
things I want you to remember.
My mind loves to learn; my heart
belongs to family, and my soul
belongs to God. Stay committed to
what is right and don’t compromise your soul for the glory,” he
finished.

Blast From
The Past
Do you recognize anyone from this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Saturday, Aug. 25 — City of St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation and the Civitan Club of St. Petersburg
celebrate the 64th annual Fish-A-Thon for youth, teens,
and adults. This annual end of summer event will be held at
Lake Jorgenson, behind the Main Library at 37th St. and
9th Ave. N. The event begins at 9 a.m., official fishing
begins at 9:30 a.m. with 9 to 15 minute fishing intervals.
Prizes are awarded throughout the event at each fishing
period. Everything is provided for the contest including:
cane fishing poles and bait. Appropriate foot attire and
sunscreen is advised. Personal fishing equipment is not
allowed. Closed-toe shoes suggested. Open to the public.
Registration on event day. For more information call 727893-7441 or Jim Belcher 727-823-8383.
Saturday, Aug. 25 – Come out and support the Sanderlin
Center while saving money for your back to school
shopping needs. For just $5 you can save 25 percent off
most purchases. This is better than the Tax-Free weekend!
This pass can be used at ALL Macy’s stores nationwide so
you can purchase several and pass them on to family and
friends. To purchase the discount pass contact me via
email, or stop by the Sanderlin Center.

James and Gwendolyn Feazell

Wednesday, Sept. 19 — Community Law Program, Inc.
(CLP), a local non-profit legal services organization will
host a free outreach forum to educate the public about
tenants’ rights and responsibilities. This event will take
place at the Enoch Davis Recreation Center – 111 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg at 5 p.m.

Jared Yuille

Saturday, Sept. 22 — Join your neighbors for a combined
Neighborhood Team Meeting for Coquina Key, Pinellas
Point, and Lakewood Estates communities. The focus is to
organize our communities for the upcoming 2012 election.
Local organizers will be available to help plan and answer
questions. The meeting will take place at the James
Weldon Johnson Library, 1059 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. Starts promptly at 1:30 p.m.

Tarpon Springs
Mayor David Archie

LEt US

HEAR FROM

YOU!

The annual fundraiser was held at
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

E m a i l : E d i t o r @ t h e w e e k l y c h a l l e n g e r. c o m

HAVE YOU BEEN SERVED
COURT PAPERS ON YOUR HOM E?

Do you have 22 days to
respond to the court?
Is your home going for auction
and don't no what to do?
Give us a call! You have options!
813-280-0588 ACT FAST!!

The following jobs are currently available:

• Maintenance Technician (2 positions)

For information regarding the above, please go to

http://employment.usf.edu
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Free Tutoring Available!
By Staff Writer
St. PeterSBUrG – there
is free help out there for your
child struggling academically.
Pinellas County has a long list of
free tutoring programs designed
to help meet your child needs.
No Child Left Behind was
the beginning program;
h o w ever, s ince Congr es s
stopped funding the program,
florida applied and received a
waiver to be released from it.
in its place, school districts
with title i schools that have not
made adequate yearly progress for
three consecutive years in reading
and/or math, must offer
Supplemental educational Services
(SeS) for eligible students.
to qualify, your child must
have failed level one or two of
the fCat, which means only
repeating third graders and
grades 4-8 are eligible. at this
time, services are not available to
high school grades.
to find a list of eligible SeS
providers, please visit the florida
D ep ar tmen t of education
website at www.fldoe.org.
One such tutoring company
that strives to meet the needs of
y o ur child is a cad emic
Consulting and educational
Services (aCeS). they are in
their seventh year of providing
tutoring in or out of the home.
the state of florida allows
10 children with one tutor, but
aCeS limits that number to two.

Sue Everett

aCeS educational consultant Sue everett expressed her
concerns about one tutor with
too many children.
“as a former teacher, i’ve
had classes of ten and it is very
frustrating to me to have that
many kids and not be able to
meet with them individually.”
everett explained that when
you sit beside the child, not
across from them, the child feels
more at ease and is able to learn.
aCeS received the state
designated excellent Provider
seal, and Hillsborough County
tutoring only received a satisfactory.
When choosing a tutoring
company, everett suggests that

parents asked questions such as
what are their requirements for
their teachers, what state grade
did they receive, and where are
the places that they tutor.
all title 1 elementary and
middle schools are available for
free services. there are no
income restrictions. if your
child does not attend a title 1
school and has failed the fCat,
you must pay for the service.
forms will be sent home
with your child in the first week
of school. Check their
backpacks if you have not seen
them.
Deadline to return the
forms are Aug. 31.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Parent Support For Education
Council, Inc. Parent Award
St. PeterSBUrG —
the purpose of the Parent
Support for education Council
parent award is to celebrate
parental engagement in
education. While encountering many challenges, these
parents remain engaged in all
aspects of their children’s
lives.
Meet Octavia teharte.
as a single parent of four,
her children range in age from
8 to 20.
“each one of my children
has different learning styles
and needs. i cater to their
styles, and try to provide a
constant learning environment,” she said.
teharte’s three youngest
children, Breanna, 8; Brea’a,
11; and toniya, 16; have
routines, designated areas to
study, and do their homework
religiously.
“i take advantage of any
free tutoring services available
in or out of my home. i also use
everyday life experiences and
life skills to educate my
children,” she said.
teharte loves the kinesthetic approach when exposing
them to new concepts and
things. She is constantly trying
to broaden their horizons and
make learning fun.
“i try not to box them in
traditional roles only, and i
constantly create the world
they desire to explore with the
resources i have,” teharte said.
Being an exclusive parent,
a contractor, a Program for
experienced Learners (PeL)
student at eckerd College, and
an active advocate in the
community, she attends as

Boca Ciega Prinipal Michael Vigue stands
with Octavia Teharte and her daughters Breanna, 8;
Brea’a, 11; and Toniya, 16.

many school events and
meetings that she can during
the year.
“i am still old fashioned as
far as communication with the
teachers, i prefer to meet face
to face, or engage in a phone
call rather than email.
Sometimes it is frustrating
trying to be two places at one
time, but i make a diligent
effort to stay in the ‘know,”’
she said.
teharte makes everyday
chores into life lessons. Small
things such as grocery
shopping are opportunities to
enhance reading and math
skills. they cook unique meals
from other cultures to gain
diversity and learn from other
nationalities.
the library is one of their
favorite spots. each visit they
check out books that are

relevant to their lives. the
books chosen are according to
their individual, personal
interests both educational and
entertaining. “the purpose is
to read, and enjoy learning,”
teharte said.
Her girls also actively participate in community events
and local organizations.
all of these interactions
have proven to be advantageous for a teharte and her
children as they strive to be the
best they can be.
“My motto has always
been: ‘if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink.’”
If you know an engaged
parent or are one yourself,
please contact Pastor Martin
Rainey at the Parent Support
Fo r Edu catio n Co u n cil,
mrainey390@verizon.net or
(727) 420-1326.

P LEA S E S U P P O RT O U R A DV E RT I S E R S!
T E LL T H E M YO U SAW T H E I R A D I N
T H E W E E K LY C H A LLE N G E R!

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.
James E. Flynn Jr.

Please submit questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.
We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621
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COMMUNITY NEWS
LET’S TALK LAW
Community Spotlight

By JAcqLyn F. BryAnT, ESq.
SpEciAL To ThE chALLEngEr

Back-To-School
This week, students all over Pinellas
County hustled and bustled their way back into
the classrooms; this means heavier traffic,
slower speed limits in school zones, and a clear
need for increased awareness for pedestrians
making their way to and from school.
Now that school is back in session, if a
driver is not careful, he or she could face hefty
fines, and/or criminal infractions. Citations
range from $156 for going 1 to 9 mph over the
posted limit in a school zone, to $456 for 20
mph above the limit; and failing to stop for a
school bus could result in a $271 fine.
Florida Law states that a school zone speed
limit may be in force only during those times
30 minutes before, during, and 30 minutes after
the periods of time when students are arriving
at a regularly scheduled breakfast program or a
regularly scheduled school session and leaving
a regularly scheduled school session. These
school zone speed limits help to prevent
accidents involving vehicles, and most importantly an innocent child.
It is also very important to remember the
rules of the road when school buses are around.
First, any person driving a vehicle over the

roads of this state shall bring their vehicle to a full
stop while a school bus is stopped and displaying
a stop signal and your vehicle shall not pass the
school bus until the stop signal has been
withdrawn.
Also, any person driving a vehicle that
passes a school bus on the side that children
enter and exit while the school bus has its stop
signal displayed commits a moving violation,
punishable as a criminal infraction addressed
in Chapter 318 of the Florida Statutes.
Lastly, the driver of a vehicle on a divided
highway with an unpaved median or a physical
barrier between the opposite traffic lanes is not
required to stop when traveling in the opposite
direction of a school bus with its stop signs
displayed.
As always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning a school zone violation or traffic
infraction, and also if you are injured by a
person who violates these school zone laws.
If you would like to know more about this
topic; have questions; or just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from you!

Prepared For Greatness
Back-To-School Giveaway
ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Gloomy weather last Saturday,
Aug. 18, didn’t stop a crowd of
parents and their children from
packing into the Childs Park
YMCA for free backpacks, school
supplies, food and services.
For the third year, the Childs
Park YMCA has hosted this event
where everything from physicals
to school supplies to hair cuts are
given away to local students.
The annual giveaway is the
brain child of executive director
Deborah Figgs-Sanders. She
realized that out of the many
giveaways around the city, there
was not one in Childs Park.
Figgs-Sanders wanted an
event in the area that would make
it more convenient for the
residents who could not make it
out to one of the other giveaways
or wait in the longer lines.
“The first day of school,
children have to feel and look
their best so they can do their
best,” she said.
On hand to help the children
look their best was Intrigue Barber
Shop, Legends Hair Studio For
Men, and Jones Barber Studio all
donating their services. Each
establishment gave a limited
number of coupons for a free hair
cut to be redeemed at a later date.
Manning one of the supply
tables was the family of Paris
Whitehead-Hamilton, a local
young girl whose life was cut
short by senseless violence.
P ar is ’ cous in LaS h aw n
Crawford contacted FiggsSanders to partner with the
Y M CA an d donate s chool
supplies.
“Of course I said they could
partner with us. Who wouldn’t
find that as a blessing?” she said.
Other partners included the
Pinellas County Urban League,
the Junior League of
St. Petersburg, Walmart, Pepsi,
T h e Ta m p a B a y R a y s ,
Supreme Heating & Cooling,
Commissioner Kenneth Welch,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, and
about 36 other donors.
Stationed in the halls were 12
vendors offering up their services
and resources. One such vendor
was the Prodigy Arts Program.
They offer free art and music

L-R Maelynn, Malila and Michael Shavers

L-R Morresia Harris
and Vivian Brimm

Renee Flowers poses with
Andrew Belice

L-R, Shawn Crawford, Rose Couch, Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
Timothy Marshall and Stacy Crawford.

classes to kids ages 7-17 at Childs
Park YMCA, Harbordale YMCA,
and Jim & Heather Gills YMCA.
Prodigy uses art and music
classes as a tool for prevention of
youth delinquency. They believe
that by providing the children with
positive alternatives to boredom
and negative peer influences, they
can help them to mould a positive
future.

In the future, Figgs-Sanders
expressed how she would love to
see one big event instead of
several smaller ones around the
city:
“This is held at Childs Park,
but it’s not a Childs Park event.
Why don’t we come together, do a
big event and just all do it at one
time?”

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

‘The Waycross Trio’
Sandra Marshall, Lonnie Williams, and Yvonne Williams

Since summer is the time for vacations,
cook-outs, and family fun, any number of
people who would not ordinarily see each
other often meet at the bar-be-que grill or
someone’s dinner table.
Such was the case when Sandra Marshall
of Atlanta came to visit her cousin for the
summer. Thoughts of the serenity of the
Pinellas County beaches, the Pier, the
Sunshine Skyway or pulling in a bass from
the edge of a lake beckoned Marshall to
return to Tampa Bay and enjoy all the area
had to offer.
While enjoying Sunday dinner, Marshall
was introduced to cousins from another side
of the family and soon realized that they
shared other relationships in addition to all
being cousins of their dinner hostess.
Their hostess invited Lonnie and Yvonne
over because she knew that they were also
from Waycross, Ga., a town on the east side
of Georgia, less than a hundred miles north
of Jacksonville.
Marshall also grew up in Waycross, but
she left home to attend Spelman College
back in the 1960s. After college, she took a
job in Atlanta and only went home for
holidays or class meetings, or other special
occasions.
Lonnie, on the other hand, has always
made frequent visits to the homes of his
sisters and spent time with his nieces and
nephews. To him, family is very important.
In the course of the conversation, Lonnie
Williams learned that the uncle whose yard
he mowed as a teenager was also Marshall’s
uncle. He mowed and raked the yard
because his parents told him to do so; he did
not know until much later that Mr. Russell
Akins was the older brother of his greatgrandmother, Queen Victoria Akins Wooden.
Yvonne did not know either Marshall or
Lonnie, but she knew Lonnie’s sisters,

Marshall’s cousins, and Mr. Akins.
Before anyone even thought about it,
they were engrossed in a discussion of high
school graduations and reunions, changes in
the city of Waycross, new activities, and the
impact their high school climate and various
events made on their lives as adults.
Waycross today boasts of the Oak Street
Festival and the Jay Fly Jazz Festival as new
events to lure the tourists into the sleepy
southern town for a festive weekend or two.
Recently, Marshall celebrated her 50th
class reunion. She graduated from Center
High School, a school which now exists only
in her memory.
Both Lonnie and Yvonne graduated from
Waycross High School, which was integrated
in the early 1970s. The trio agreed that meaningful decisions, college degrees, and work
ethics learned from their parents had the
greatest overall impact on their lives.
Age differences did not matter for this
trio. The fact that they were from the same
place served as a chord to pull them together
as one.
Lo n nie Williams g r ad u ated f r o m
Tu s k e g e e I n s t i t u t e , n o w Tu s k e g e e
University. He has spent more than 20 years
in a job that allows him to help others to
improve their lives.
A graduate of Eckerd College, Yvonne
Williams has made her mark in education
and community service. Actually, she comes
from a well-known family of educators in
Waycross – the Butlers. Aunts, uncles, and
her grandfather were respected educators.
Her son continues the family tradition in a St.
Petersburg area school.
For this trio, visiting with family and
friends, reminiscing, enjoying good food,
going fishing, and seeing the sights in area
cities and beaches made this summer one to
remember and cherish.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Performance Artist
Wows The Crowd
By STAFF WRITER
ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Dynamic, breathtaking, heart
wrenching. Those are a few words
to describe St. Petersburg native
Rashida Strober’s performance in
her one woman play “A Dark
Skinned Woman’s Revenge.”
Held at the Johnson Branch
Library, Saturday, Aug 11, Strober
did a performance reading where
she read her play in character.
Strober’s mission with this
piece is to uplift and propel dark
skinned women and girls throughout the world.
“I don’t think we are on an
equal playing field with the rest of
the women in the world. I’m tired
of the mass media not portraying
dark skinned women on the same
level as they portray white women,
Latinas, etc.,” said Strober.
This is not Strober’s first time
out the gate. While living in Los
Angeles in 2005, she wrote and
produced a one woman autobiographical play called “The Ice
Cream Lady’s Dream.” The play
was so well received that she
decided to continue the story line,
and thus “Dark Skinned” was born.
The characters in “Dark
Skinned” are not the usual caricatures of black women you see all
too often on television and in
movies.
These five 3-dimensional
women are people you know,
people you know of, and as you
watched the performance you
might recognized yourself in one
of them.
As Strober’s performance
heated up and sweat dripped from
her brow, the audience sat captivated in their seats as she weaved
in and out of one character to
another.
Strober’s first character is 25year-old Shareefa Adams. She is a
dark skinned woman who has a
NFL football player husband who
every type of woman tries to bed.
When she finds out he has a
biracial child, Shareefa loses all
self control.
The second character, 37year-old Delphanie Hauglbuck, is
a dark skinned woman whose inter
conflict with her skin color keeps

Jazz Club Of Sarasota Previews
Its 33rd Annual Jazz Festival

Rashida Strober

her from accepting her biracial
daug hter ’s d ar k s k in n ed
boyfriend.
Glenda Applebaum, a heavy
set, dark skinned, 45-year-old
former divorce attorney marries a
pastor of a mega church. With the
discovery of her husband’s double
life, chaos ensues.
The fourth character, 35-yearold Georganna Nelson, is a
mentally challenged young
woman who has been in and out of
mental hospitals all of her life. She
struggles with incest, sexual abuse
and low self-esteem issues from
her dark skin.
The last character, 31-year-old
Djoma Legend, is a woman with
deep seeded psychological issues
about her experiences with being
dark skinned in America. She feels
that her beauty and intellect are not
enough for black men to see her as
worthy. Struggling with these
issues for years, she decides to
exact revenge.
After the performance
reading, Strober accepted
questions and comments form the

audience.
One audience member felt the
root of light skinned and dark
skinned people being pitted
against each other harkens back to
slavery.
Another member felt that the
media subconsciously shapes the
minds of the viewing public.
Strober feels that the only
solution against the negative
attitudes toward dark skin is to
have a massive media campaign.
“If the media treated dark
skinned women the same way
they do white women, Latinas etc.,
then I truly believe attitudes will
start to change.”
“Dark Skinned” opened the
door to an open and honest intellectual discussion about prejudices
within the black race.
“you can’t get to a solution if
you don’t talk honestly about the
problem,” Strober said.
you can catch Rashida
Strober’s next performance at the
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Crime Prevention Festival
Saturday, Sept. 15.

Last week, Dave Walrath, President of The
Jazz Club of Sarasota, provided information
about the organization’s 33rd annual jazz
festival which will be set in motion on Sunday
March 3, 2013. Sunday’s concert at Phillippi
Estate Park in Sarasota is a freebie and kicks
off the festival continuing through to the
following Saturday.
The Players Theatre in Sarasota will be the
host venue for the remainder of the scheduled
jazz concerts. On Tuesday, March 5, the JB
Scott Band featuring jazz vocalist Lisa Kelly
will be rocking the house. Trumpeter JB Scott
and vocalist Lisa Kelly have experienced a
long and successful musical partnership since
1997. Both have appeared nationally and
abroad as featured soloists and as leaders of
their own groups, the Kelly/Scott Quintet and
JB Scott’s Swingin’ All-stars.
On Wednesday, March 6th, the Jazz Club
Trolley will operate transporting fans to six or
more specially selected jazz venues throughout Sarasota. This is an evening that offers
you the opportunity to bring together your
friends for an evening of great fun, great jazz,
great food and beverages at several different
venues.
Giacomo Gates, the Number #1 Jazz
Vocalist in Downbeat Magazine Critic’s Poll –
2012 Rising Star category will be appearing
for the first time in the Tampa Bay area. As
stated recently by one unnamed jazz critic,
“Gates is blessed with a full-bodied and
smooth voice, and an unerring sense of
lyricism. His command of the vernacular and
boundless creativity set him apart from nearly
every other vocalist on the scene.”
A top-notch rhythm section comprised of
jazz pianist Kenny Drew, Jr., jazz drummer
Patricia Dean, and jazz bassist John Lamb will
lend support to Gates. A double treat of the
evening will be The Jazz Club of Sarasota’s
awarding of the “Satchmo Award” to bassist
John Lamb.

The “Satchmo Award” was the original
idea of Jazz Club founder, Hal Davis, and
created by the Jazz Club in 1987. It is the Jazz
Club’s highest honor, and is universally recognized as the quintessential spirit of jazz music.
Each year, The Jazz Club presents it to an individual for their outstanding contributions to
jazz. World famous sculptor Frank Eliscu,
who created the Heisman Trophy, designed the
“Satchmo Award.” It will be presented to John
Lamb, and sponsored by the club’s founders,
The Harold and Evelyn R. Davis Memorial
Foundation. Some of those who have received
the “Satchmo Award” in past years include
Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Lionel
Hampton, Dave Brubeck, Hal Davis, James
Moody and others.
Appearing on Friday, March 8th will be
the Terry Myers Orchestra. Myers’ 17-piece
orchestra will perform the bands’ popular
musical presentation “Tribute to Benny
Goodman”, and include many well-known
tunes from Goodman’s famous “1937
Carnegie Hall Concert.”
The “fabulous” Four Freshmen will wind
up the festival with their unique brand of vocal
harmony on the evening of March 9th.
Nominated six times for the Grammy Award
as outstanding American male vocal band
quartet, this is one concert I recommend purchasing tickets early.
It appears that The Jazz Club of Sarasota
has a terrific festival planned. I’ll certainly be
there and hope to see you also. Be sure to say
hello!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit my
website at: www. rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

PICK OF THE WEEK!

29 53 10
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The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________
Phone No:____________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
New Subscription _______
Date: _____________

NEW DJ LINE-UP

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

3-6 8-1
2-5 7-2
6-3 5-4

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

(or) Renewal ______

Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____

Comments: __________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office,
2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
The Best of
Pinellas County

Athlete’s Conduct
By PhilliP haywood
SPortS writer
St. PeterSBUrG — in
recent years, athlete’s conduct have
become more and more disturbing.
look at Chad Johnson’s situation.
Grant it, he has pulled some antics
on the field which led to fines from
the NFl, now however, his
domestic battery charges against his
wife of only 41 days has left his
career in disarray.
everyone has their opinion
about this whole fiasco, and none of
us were there so we don’t know
what really happened. the only
thing the public can rely on is the
police report.
there a lot of male readers who
probably do not watch “Basketball
wives.” if you have ever seen the
show, Johnson’s wife is portrayed as
having a very ugly side. even if
some of those situations were not
created in the editing booth, that still

did not give Johnson the right to
allegedly head butt his new bride.
Johnson’s temper may have
cost him his career. will Johnson get
picked up, or is this the end for a
receiver who may well be beyond
his football years. at any rate for
Johnson not maintaining his
composure during the heated
argument has cost him a possible
roster spot on the Miami dolphins.
Unfortunately as a sports star,
some child somewhere may look up
to Johnson. hopefully they will
only try to emulate his athletic
ability and not his personal life.
another athlete who has made a
poor choice that altered his life and
may cost him millions of dollars.
this 2011 heisman trophy Finalist
has been kicked off the lSU
football team for violating a team
rule.
apparently Mathieu has had a
prior substance abuse issue in which
he was suspended for a game last

Chad Johnson

season. it appeared that the tiger’s
coach had enough of the “honey
Badger” and dismissed him from
the team for allegedly failing
another drug test.
how do you look at this? is this
young man addicted to marijuana,
or does he not understand the consequences behind his actions? is he

not thinking about his future?
Maybe he just does not see the big
picture?
whether he knows it or not, he
will have the stigma attached to his
name as a drug abuser. his bad
decisions will hurt him in so many
areas. if the NFl looks at him, they
will say he has some character
issues because of his episodes with
marijuana.
Mathieu has checked into a
rehab center in houston, which is
run by recovering addict and
former NBa player and coach
John lucas.
Knowing what i know about
the twelve-Step Program, you can
be assured that Mathieu will be
given the necessary tools to help
with his addiction. Believe it or
not, his addiction can be beaten by
taking life simply one day at a
time and changing people, places
and things.

Ryan Green

By PhilliP
haywood
SPortS writer
St. PeterSBUrG
— last football season,
Pinellas County’s admiral
Farragut played for the
state football championship. this says that we
have some of the best
players around.
this season, Pinellas
boasts some of the best
talent in the tri-county
which
includes
area
Pasco
and
Pinellas,
hillsborough
counties.
one team in particular that
is loaded with division-1
prospects is the lakewood
Spartans.
they
are
probably the most talented
team in the county.
listed are they top 20
football players in Pinellas
County:
ryan Green (rB) FSU commitment was on
everyone’s wish list. he
should have a big year.
rodney adams (wr)
- had a change of heart
about UF with the
departure of aubrey hill.
artavis Scott (wr) a pure playmaker, Scott is
only a junior and he will
be one of the players in
2013.
Peter diNovo (QB) Committed to UCF, he has
a big time arm and he is
very accurate.
Juwan Brown (QB) –
Multi-talented
quarterback who can beat you
with his arm and legs.
the Griffin twins
(CB) - Committed to UCF,
they should have a big
year.
Jarvis Stewart (rB) one of the top junior
backs in the county, this
should be his breakout
season.

derrick doss (lB/rB)
- doss along with Stewart
equals one of the county’s
best backfields.
Mike Stevenson- (S)
Big and physical he
should make big plays in
CCC’s secondary.
Maurice hall- (ath)
hall is a guy with
unlimited potential, also a
threat to go the distance.
emmanuel Stewart(ath) Most underrated
player in the county.
Stewart will be a huge
factor for the Gladiators.
Cortavious
Givens
(rB) – Coming off an
aCl injury.
tracy Johnson (QB)
Prolific passer who will
put up big numbers.
Maurice hemingway
(rB) - look for a 1,500
yard season.
Caleb
McCullough
(rB) - he will get many
touches for the Pirates.
ryan davis (QB) –
Should improve vastly,
keep an eye on davis.
Brad
hyman
Muhammad (CB) had a
big summer on the 7 on 7
circuits.
Jeremy Kerr (te) –
Big target has shown
improvement over the
summer.
todd Macon (rB) –
Very physical runner with
durability and can run
between the tackles.
Marquez Valdez (wr)
– rangy receiver who will
take the heat off of
rodney adams.
don’t be surprised if
you find many of these
players on a division-1
roster. in fact, it’s possible
that a few of these guys
will be in the NFl one
day. with the proper
training and guidance,
anything is possible.

Inner City High School Football Preview
By PhilliP haywood
SPortS writer
St. PeterSBUrG - it’s time
to kickoff the high school football
preview. i will give my avid
readers an inside view of the inner
city teams in St. Petersburg.
this season will be very interesting. lakewood is loaded with a
bevy of division-1 players.
also, there’s Gibbs, who got
off to a great start last year but the
injuries kept them from reaching
their full potential.
St. Pete was also a contender,
but their problem will be finding
someone to replace the valuable
david Jones, who graduated and
will be attending the University of
richmond.
Boca Ciega high will have
many skilled position players, but
they will have issues with the
depth on the offensive and
defensive lines.
here’s a synopsis of Gibbs,
lakewood and Boca Ciega high
School football.
Gibbs Gladiators
Offense - emmanuel Stewart
and
adrian
Johnson
will
spearhead the offense for the
Gladiators. “Stewart and Johnson
will be an intricate part of what we
do from an offensive standpoint,”
said Coach Knox. Knox said last
year they did not have a lot of
depth, but this year will be quite
different. Knox thinks they have
quite a few division-1 prospects
that are quietly flying under the
radar.
expect the Gladiators to
surprise teams in their district.
this summer was very beneficial
for Gladiators who performed
well in the 7-on-7 tournaments.
they will have two bookend
offensive tackles that will make
the Gladiators a force to be
reckoned with.
the loss of Gary Simon will
n ot adv er s ely aff ect the
Gladiators, because Coach Knox
feels that he has more than enough
talent to negate the loss of Simon.
look for the Gladiators to be quite
explosive when they have the ball.
Defense - defense will be
very good this season and they

will pose some problems for a lot
of offenses. Size is going to be a
problem, but defensively they are
fast.
the defensive scheme will be
quite different which will utilize
the speed of the team.
defensively the Gladiators will
have a different look, but look for
them to get to the ball and create a
plethora of turnovers.
Special Teams - Zack Clark
will be the secret weapon as a
kicker and really impressed the
coaching staff. the return game
should net a few scores during the
course of the season.
The Real Deal - “teams are
going to have to adjust to their
style of play,” Coach Knox said.
overall look for the Gladiators
is to put points on the board at a
rapid pace and offensively they
will be an exciting to team to
watch. Knox thinks that other
teams will underestimate the
Gladiators.
Kickoff Classic - august 24,
armwood vs. Gibbs.
Players to watch: emmanuel
Stewart, Patrick Jones and adrian
Johnson, Maurice hall.
Lakewood Spartans
Offense - the Spartans are
loaded on offense and are capable
of putting up big numbers on any
given night. they will be lead by
tracy Johnson who threw for over
2,400 yards and 25 touchdowns
with only 5 interceptions.
Johnson will have two targets
to throw to: rodney adams, who
recently reopened his recruiting
process since the departure of
aubrey hill the receivers coach at
the University of Florida. and
Marquez Valdez will help to take
the heat off adams.
their running game seems to
be a little suspect because of their
inability to find a solid back. if
the Spartans can find a capable
b ack th ey w ill b e aw f u lly
dangerous.
Defense - the defense will be
fast. if you compared last year’s
defense to this year’s you will see
a more disciplined defensive unit.
“this unit will be very
physical and they will be pushing
the opposition around,” Captain

The Griffin Twins

Gary Sherman said.
the defense as a whole will be
good from the defensive line to the
secondary which figures to cause
problems for opposing teams.
Special Teams - look for the
return game to be an intricate part
of the Spartans game plan.
The Real Deal - the Spartans
look great on paper and possess
some of the most talented players
in the county. if the defense can
play disciplined football as a unit
they will be a team to be reckoned
with. their district is very tough
and that can play a vital role in
their quest to make it to the
playoffs.
Kickoff Classic - august 24,
Countryside vs. lakewood
Players to watch - rodney
adams, the Griffins, tracey
Johnson, Marquez Valdes, Gary
Sherman, austin Copeland.
Boca Ciega Pirates
Offense - the backfield will
be the team’s strength. there will
be four backs sharing the load for
the Pirates. also, they will control
the clock with their running game
by committee.
ryan henson has taken the
bulk of the snaps during the
spring, however, derrick Cook
will look to come back after he is
cleared medically, getting time as
quarterback.
the offense line returns two
starters which is a plus for the
Pirates. they are lacking the depth

on the offensive but Coach
Brinson isn’t worried. Jaylaan
wimbush will lead the receiving
core, also Jaquez Johnson will see
some time as well. ryan henson
will see some time at tight end as
well.
Defense - defense will be
strong. it will be anchored Jason
M aco n an d a mar i M ou nt.
demarius Brinson will be the
lo ck do w n def en d er in the
s eco n dar y alo n g w ith Caleb
McCullugh will be opposite of
Brinson who is not related to the
head coach. this unit will be
pretty solid according to Brinson.
Special Teams - Kick
returners McCullugh and Balloon
will handle the aspect of the game.
Jaylaan wimbush will handle the
punting duties. trey Burnetti will
do the field goal duties.
The Real Deal - “if we can
control the line of scrimmage we
will contend for a district title,”
Brinson said.
Blocking and
tackling is the key.
“we have skilled position
players for days,” he said. Brinson
feels like they have a good team
and wants to stay under the radar.
he wants to do the talking on the
field.
Kickoff Classic: august 24,
tampa Catholic vs. Bogie
Players to watch: Caleb
McCullough, Fortune Gamble,
J ay laan wimb u s h , d en zell
dilliard, Jayson Macon.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ThE Rock

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH

oF

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

“God’s House In The City”

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Schedule of Services
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

(727) 898-9407
sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

sERvICEs

Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

10th street Church Of God

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

United for Christ

GeNeSIS
WORSHIP
CeNTeR
CHURCH

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Tuesday

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

sunday

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

20th Street
Church Of Christ
825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Friendship

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Moore’s Chapel AME Church
3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor
Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Church School ....................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service ................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study ..................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”
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CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday
worship, but also throughout
the week for various programs
and ministries.
Aug. 23 - Saving a Seat for
You! Are you 18 or older and
love to sing praises to the
Lord. The Main Sanctuary
Choir of Mt. Zion will be
holding recruitment at 7 p.m.
Contact Min, Kevin Parrott for
more information.
Sept. 24 – Save the Date!
Our One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college is
in your future please plan to
attend this initial information

session. Youth Fellowship
Hall at 7 p.m.
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college
student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7–8 p.m. in the Youth
Education Bldg.
V O TERS REG I S TRA TION SIGN-UP EVERY 1st
and 3rd SUNDAY. Don’t be
surprised on Election Day! If
you have moved, had a name
change, turn 18 by November
6, or want to change party
affiliation. Please register!
C.A.R.E Ministry Needs
You! Please donate gently
used children’s clothing, toys,
and baby furniture. Drop-off
location is 1906 9th Ave. S.,
every Tuesday from 1–5 p.m.
We also need Barbers and
Beauticians who are willing to

donate haircuts for kids to
prepare them for school.
Please call 727-289-6957.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For information on any of
these announcements, contact
the church office.
M t. Zion P r ogr es s ive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there would be
an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for August
A u g . 2 5 - P r e- Ch u r ch

Anniversary Prayer Breakfast at
St. Mark, 9-11 a.m. Theme:
“Connecting our Faith to Build a
Bridge of Hope, Help and
Healing”
Aug. 26 - Right Hand of
Fellowship for New Members
completing orientation after
morning worship service.
Aug. 31 - St. Mark M.B.C.
Monthly business Meeting, 7 p.m.
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with
us and learn “What Baptist

Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join
us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30 - 6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays and Thursdays (During
the School Year).
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church
Women’s Day Celebration
for Moore’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church
On Sunday, Aug. 26 – 10:30
a.m. We will receive the word
f r om P r ophetes s Baw ana
Shepard. This fine woman
comes to us from Polk County
and regularly shares her
message on radio 95.7 FM

‘The Beat’. Come out and
support our Christian women
as we show the world we are
dedicated to uplifting the cause
of Jesus Christ for the salvation
of the whole world. Please join
us in wearing your red and
white to symbolize the blood
and cleansing power of our
Lord. Sis. Beverly Brantley,

Chairman and the entire The
Women’s D ay committee
thanks everyone for your
prayers, love and support this
past three months.
For more information
about this event pleas e
contact, Sis. Simmons:
njacubz@tampabay.rr.com.

Visible Voices Christian Community
Let the Redeemed Say So!
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association is an
inter-denominational, nonpartisan association of born
again Christians, who respect
the power of networking
within their community. Their
goals are to: become
empowered based on Biblical
lifestyle principles with understanding and embracing their
‘self-worth’ as a child of God,
provoke the presence of God
back into their homes and
community through the power
of prayers, the grace and power
of the Word of God, put
‘neighbor’ back into their

neighborhood while utilizing
TV Productions to tell their
own stories. The trailer/teaser
‘God’s Eyes Beholding The
City’ may be seen on
www.YouTube.com.
This is being accomplished
as individuals learn to release
the bonds of oppression over
them and discontinue
accepting how others have
defined them as a commodity,
convenience or comfort; but
rather begin to live according
to the revelation of who God
has said that they are.
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association is not
an organization; but rather a

Kingdom of God movement
based on Jeremiah 17:5. Its
participants are the joints that
supply within the Body of
Jesus Christ, their church and
the community at-large; with
the support of their Pastor that
God has chosen for them.
Meetings are held monthly on
the fourth Thursday. For additional information, contact:
Rev. Sarah Edwards, Sr. Pastor,
The Crossing Point South St.
P eter s b u rg I n ter n atio n al
Foursquare Gospel Church.
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net or voice:
727-821-0304.

Come To The
‘Addictions Conference’
A d diction is a f amily
disease that affects every area
of life. Do you want some help
and hope for addiction relating
to food, prescription drugs,
sex, work, gambling, shopping
or other areas of your family
life?
Dr. Basha Jordan, The
Expert on Addictions invites
you to come to The Addictions
Conference, Saturday, Aug.
25, Noon to 1 p . m . a t T h e
B e t h e l Community Center,
2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
You Must Register to
Attend this “ free” Conference.
Please call to register at (443)
250-9635 or email at
ProphetBasha@aol.com

Listen to Dr. Jordan, the
Addictions Expert on WRXB
radio 1590 AM at 8:30-9 a.m.
Saturday mornings.

And remember, no matter
what you’re going through
today, there is hope for you.

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.
Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Are you A Visionary,
Or Are You Stationary?
The Webster Dictionary
defines, ‘vision,’ as having sight,
a mental vision, a dream or revelation. Webster defines, ‘stationary,’ as being in a fixed position,
standing still or not moving.
As I think on this, there are
two passages of scriptures that
come to mind. The first is Mark
2:3 and the second is John 5:2-9.
In Mark 2:3, describes a man,
which is laid on his bed, sick of
Palsy, borne (carried) of four.
This man although he was lame,
was not without vision. It is the
vision within him, which
provoked four men to carry him
to his designation. His vision
propelled these men to go to the
extreme. They pulled the roof
off of the house in order to
position him in front of destiny.
Because this man dared to
dream, the men around him
were able to believe and were
willing to assist in bringing the
vision to past.
In the book of John 5: 2-9
describe another man, one who
is lame and lay on his bed for 38
years. This man was in a stationary (fixed) position when
given the opportunity to seize
his destiny; he made excuses
that there were no men around to
assist him. However, what he
failed to realize is that before
others are able to assist you,
faith must be activated from
within in order to draw others to
your aide.
Dr. I.V. Hilliard the author of
‘Living The Maximized Life’
describes it like this,
“Limitations in life are invisible
barriers that intimidate the imagination and paralyze your
thinking, shutting down the
creative process, causing you to
accept the present state as the
apex of what is possible.”
Therefore as a ministry we
decided not to be stationary. We
began to stir up the gift from
within and dream. Being a
ministry with a vision we have
positioned ourselves for young
women that are aging out of the
foster care system and entering
our doors to assist her in finding
the strength, courage and deter-

mination she needs in order to
develop her worth and discover
her potential.
We are one of many ministries that have recognized that
God has always been at work
and ready to work through His
people to accomplish His
mission. Matthew 6:33 tells us;
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of
God and his Righteousness and
all these things shall be added
unto you” this is our rallying cry,
and it is the ultimate challenge
for every Christian in the marketplace.
Our mission is to provide a
safe housing alternative to
young women aging out of
foster care and to teach a
multitude of skills, which will
promote them to obtain their
self-sufficiency.
Our ultimate purpose is to
help these ladies become
educated in spiritual and natural
principles of how to become
productive citizens. The young
women we work with have been
in the foster care system most of
their lives and aided by
taxpayers.
Our desire is to assist these
ladies in obtaining their G.E.D,
pursue a Technical Trade or
College Degree, in order to
become financially sustainable.
In addition this process will help
them to become employed and a
taxpaying citizen giving back
into the system that has once
aided them.
In conclusion Mark 2:3
challenges every individual to
dream. When we write the
vision and make it plain upon
the tables, others have the
opportunity to believe. God
instructs us through his word to
speak life, without a vision it is
impossible to speak. A vision
clearly defines where we are
going and how we will get there.
Life provides us with many road
blocks and obstacles but if we
take the initiative to write the
vision when the road blocks
come, we make them stepping
stones instead of barriers.
God’s word is filled with
wisdom and guidance. As we

train our future generation, we
must be innovative in our
approach but unwavering in our
belief, that with God all things
are possible to them that believe
and to them that are called
accor ding to H is pu r p o s e.
Remember, Mark 2:3 when
feeling defeated. If we will
supply the faith, others will be
drawn to assist us in achieving
our dreams.
For more information,
contact Pastor Shurrea Daniels,
Founder of Kingdom
Restoration, Inc. Faith-Based
Outreach Ministry at 727-5641389. We are partners with
Eckerd Community Alternatives
and Camelot Community Care.
If you know anyone in need of
housing that is aging out of the
foster care system, please
contact us.
We also provide mentorship
to young women through our
E.V.E. (Empowered with Vision
of Excellence) Enrichment
Classes, which are held on
Mondays and Wednesday’s 68pm, you must be registered to
attend. Registration is $10.
We mentor ages 15-17 and
18-21. Teachings are promoted
f r o m P r o v er b s 3 1. Clas s es
include: Self-Development,
Interpersonal Skills, Resume
Building, Financial Planning,
Performing Arts Program,
Beauty and Wellness.
And lastly we extend an
invitation to please join us for
our 5th Annual Conference at
the Marriott Hotel 12600
Roosevelt Blvd. September 15,
2012 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donation
is $20.00 which includes Lunch.
Guests Include: SheVolutionOne of Tampa Bay Lead in g
P er f o r min g A r ts Program,
Rebecca Price the author of disciplining the Inner Person, The
St. Petersburg Chapter National
Black Nurses Association’s
“Will Provide Free Health
Screenings”, and Pastor Shurrea
Daniels, “Living a Balanced
Life”.
Deadline for registration is
September 10, 2012.
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